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"THE FIRST AMERICAN BESTSELLER” Mary Rowlandson, a colonial American captured during King
Philip's War and held for 11 weeks before being ransomed, wrote of her ordeal in The Sovereignty and
Goodness of God: Being a Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson.
Rowlandson and her children were forced to accompany the Indians as they travelled through the wilderness
to carry out other raids on colonists and fight the English militia. The severe conditions are recounted in
visceral detail. Following her ransom, Rowlandson is thought to have composed a private narrative of her
captivity recounting the stages of her odyssey in twenty distinct "Removes" or journeys. The text of her
narrative is replete with verses and references describing conditions similar to her own, and have fueled
much speculation regarding the influence of Increase Mather in the production of the text. The tensions
between colonists and Native Americans, particularly in the aftermath of King Philip's War, were a source of
anxiety in the colonies. While in fear of losing connection to their own culture and society, Puritan colonists
were curious about the experience of one who had lived among Native people as a captive and returned to
colonial society. The publication of Rowlandson's captivity narrative earned the colonist an important place
in the history of American literature. A Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson
is among the most frequently cited examples of a captivity narrative and is often viewed as an archetypal
model. This important American literary genre functioned as a source of information for eighteenth and
nineteenth-century writers James Fenimore Cooper, Ann Bleecker, John Williams, and James Seaver, in their
portrayals of colonial history. Because of Rowlandson's encounter with her Indian captors, her narrative is
also interesting for its treatment of intercultural contact. Finally, in its use of autobiography, Biblical
typology, and similarity to the "Jeremiad", "A narrative of the Captivity" offers valuable insight into the
Puritan mind. This text is considered a seminal American work in the literary genre of captivity narratives. It
went through four printings in 1682 and garnered readership both in the New England colonies and in
England, leading it to be considered by some the first American "bestseller.” [Source: Wikipedia]
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Woods:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster.
And you have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that
question simply because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Narrative of the Captivity
and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson to read.

Jennifer McNab:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary
Rowlandson book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give
to you. The writer of Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson content conveys
the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but
it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs.
Mary Rowlandson is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Robert Lofton:

Exactly why? Because this Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Erick Graf:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
also know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about
something by book. Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this
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