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Paradise in Ashes is a deeply engaged and moving account of the violence and repression that defined the
murderous Guatemalan civil war of the 1980s. In this compelling book, Beatriz Manz—an anthropologist
who spent over two decades studying the Mayan highlands and remote rain forests of Guatemala—tells the
story of the village of Santa María Tzejá, near the border with Mexico. Manz writes eloquently about
Guatemala's tortured history and shows how the story of this village—its birth, destruction, and
rebirth—embodies the forces and conflicts that define the country today.

Drawing on interviews with peasants, community leaders, guerrillas, and paramilitary forces, Manz creates a
richly detailed political portrait of Santa María Tzejá, where highland Maya peasants seeking land settled in
the 1970s. Manz describes these villagers' plight as their isolated, lush, but deceptive paradise became one of
the centers of the war convulsing the entire country. After their village was viciously sacked in 1982,
desperate survivors fled into the surrounding rain forest and eventually to Mexico, and some even further, to
the United States, while others stayed behind and fell into the military's hands. With great insight and
compassion, Manz follows their flight and eventual return to Santa María Tzejá, where they sought to rebuild
their village and their lives.
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From reader reviews:

Delia Black:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will need this Paradise in Ashes: A Guatemalan Journey of Courage,
Terror, and Hope (California Series in Public Anthropology).

Dennis Bryant:

The book Paradise in Ashes: A Guatemalan Journey of Courage, Terror, and Hope (California Series in
Public Anthropology) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must
we leave the great thing like a book Paradise in Ashes: A Guatemalan Journey of Courage, Terror, and Hope
(California Series in Public Anthropology)? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one
aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all
of these. Book Paradise in Ashes: A Guatemalan Journey of Courage, Terror, and Hope (California Series in
Public Anthropology) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Thomas Manna:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Paradise in Ashes: A
Guatemalan Journey of Courage, Terror, and Hope (California Series in Public Anthropology) book as basic
and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Stacie Schneider:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and
learning books but if you want sense happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel.
Often the Paradise in Ashes: A Guatemalan Journey of Courage, Terror, and Hope (California Series in



Public Anthropology) is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.
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