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Mobutu Sese Seko, who ruled Zaire (now the Democratic Republic of Congo) from 1965 until 1997, was
fond of saying “happy are those who sing and dance,” and his regime energetically promoted the notion of
culture as a national resource. During this period Zairian popular dance music (often referred to as la rumba
zaïroise) became a sort of musica franca in many parts of sub-Saharan Africa. But how did this privileged
form of cultural expression, one primarily known for a sound of sweetness and joy, flourish under one of the
continent’s most brutal authoritarian regimes? In Rumba Rules, the first ethnography of popular music in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, Bob W. White examines not only the economic and political conditions that
brought this powerful music industry to its knees, but also the ways that popular musicians sought to remain
socially relevant in a time of increasing insecurity.

Drawing partly on his experiences as a member of a local dance band in the country’s capital city Kinshasa,
White offers extraordinarily vivid accounts of the live music scene, including the relatively recent
phenomenon of libanga, which involves shouting the names of wealthy or powerful people during
performances in exchange for financial support or protection. With dynamic descriptions of how bands
practiced, performed, and splintered, White highlights how the ways that power was sought and understood
in Kinshasa’s popular music scene mirrored the charismatic authoritarianism of Mobutu’s rule. In Rumba
Rules, Congolese speak candidly about political leadership, social mobility, and what it meant to be a bon
chef (good leader) in Mobutu’s Zaire.
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From reader reviews:

Frederick Warren:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Rumba
Rules: The Politics of Dance Music in Mobutu’s Zaire? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Marie Heidelberg:

The feeling that you get from Rumba Rules: The Politics of Dance Music in Mobutu’s Zaire is the more deep
you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Rumba Rules: The Politics of Dance Music in Mobutu’s Zaire giving
you excitement feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Rumba Rules:
The Politics of Dance Music in Mobutu’s Zaire instantly.

Linda Long:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Rumba Rules:
The Politics of Dance Music in Mobutu’s Zaire suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Rumba Rules: The Politics of Dance Music in Mobutu’s Zaireis
one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book.
This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world with this book.

Kevin White:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is Rumba Rules: The Politics of Dance Music in Mobutu’s Zaire this
reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how
do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the



writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.
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