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Twenty years ago, on the last day of session, the New York State Legislature created a publicly funded
school district to cater to the interests of a religious sect called Kiryas Joel, an extremely insular group of
Hasidic Jews. The sect had bought land in upstate New York, populated it solely with members of its faction,
and created a village that exerted extraordinary political pressure over both political parties in the
Legislature. Marking the first time in American history that a governmental unit was established for a
religious group, the Legislature’s action prompted years of litigation that eventually went to the Supreme
Court. The 1994 case, The Board of Education of the Village of Kiryas Joel v. Grumet, stands as the most
important legal precedent in the fight to uphold the separation of church and state. In The Curious Case of
Kiryas Joel, plaintiff Louis Grumet opens a window onto the Satmar Hasidic community and details the
inside story of his fight for the First Amendment. This story—a blend of politics, religion, cultural clashes,
and constitutional tension—is an object lesson in the ongoing debate over freedom of vs. freedom from
religion.
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From reader reviews:

Ila Robinette:

The book The Curious Case of Kiryas Joel: The Rise of a Village Theocracy and the Battle to Defend the
Separation of Church and State can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book The Curious Case of Kiryas Joel:
The Rise of a Village Theocracy and the Battle to Defend the Separation of Church and State? Some of you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Curious Case of Kiryas Joel:
The Rise of a Village Theocracy and the Battle to Defend the Separation of Church and State has simple
shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world
by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Sandra Phillips:

The experience that you get from The Curious Case of Kiryas Joel: The Rise of a Village Theocracy and the
Battle to Defend the Separation of Church and State is the more deep you rooting the information that hide
into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise
but The Curious Case of Kiryas Joel: The Rise of a Village Theocracy and the Battle to Defend the
Separation of Church and State giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this kind of The Curious Case of Kiryas Joel: The Rise of a Village
Theocracy and the Battle to Defend the Separation of Church and State instantly.

Jennifer Ruiz:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the book untitled The Curious Case of Kiryas Joel: The Rise of a Village
Theocracy and the Battle to Defend the Separation of Church and State can be excellent book to read. May
be it may be best activity to you.

Chris Boos:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why



so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Curious Case of Kiryas Joel: The
Rise of a Village Theocracy and the Battle to Defend the Separation of Church and State or even others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other book likes The
Curious Case of Kiryas Joel: The Rise of a Village Theocracy and the Battle to Defend the Separation of
Church and State to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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