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After the fall of the Taliban, instability reigned across Afghanistan. However, in the small town of Istalif,
located a little over an hour north of Kabul and not far from Bagram on the Shomali Plain, local politics
remained relatively violence-free. Bazaar Politics examines this seemingly paradoxical situation, exploring
how the town's local politics maintained peace despite a long, violent history in a country dealing with a
growing insurgency.

At the heart of this story are the Istalifi potters, skilled craftsmen trained over generations. With workshops
organized around extended families and competition between workshops strong, kinship relations become
political and subtle negotiations over power and authority underscore most interactions. Starting from this
microcosm, Noah Coburn then investigates power and relationships at various levels, from the potters'
families; to the local officials, religious figures, and former warlords; and ultimately to the international
community and NGO workers.

Offering the first long-term on-the-ground study since the arrival of allied forces in 2001, Noah Coburn
introduces readers to daily life in Afghanistan through portraits of local residents and stories of his own
experiences. He reveals the ways in which the international community has misunderstood the forces driving
local conflict and the insurgency, misunderstandings that have ultimately contributed to the political unrest
rather than resolved it. Though on first blush the potters of Istalif may seem far removed from international
affairs, it is only through understanding politics, power, and culture on the local level that we can then shed
new light on Afghanistan's difficult search for peace.
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From reader reviews:

Virgil Arriola:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Bazaar Politics: Power and Pottery in an Afghan Market Town (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I),
you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a book.

Christopher Watson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The Bazaar
Politics: Power and Pottery in an Afghan Market Town (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I) will give
you new experience in reading a book.

Marni Johnson:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Bazaar Politics: Power and Pottery in an
Afghan Market Town (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I) is simple to bring you can read it in the
park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed
book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Chester Brown:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Bazaar Politics: Power and Pottery in an Afghan Market
Town (Stanford Studies in Middle Eastern and I) was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book Bazaar Politics: Power and Pottery in an Afghan Market Town (Stanford Studies in Middle
Eastern and I) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try
to like reading which.
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