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Since its original publication in 1949, Irving A. Leonard's pioneering Books of the Brave has endured as the
classic account of the introduction of literary culture to Spain's New World. Leonard's study documents the
works of fiction that accompanied and followed the conquistadores to the Americas and goes on to argue that
popular texts influenced these men and shaped the way they thought and wrote about their New World
experiences.

For the first time in English, this edition combines Leonard's text with a selection of the documents that were
his most valuable sources—nine lists of books destined for the Indies. Containing a wealth of information
that is sure to spark future study, these lists provide the documentary evidence for what is perhaps Leonard's
greatest contribution: his demonstration that royal and inquisitorial prohibitions failed to control the
circulation of books and ideas in colonial Spanish America.

Rolena Adorno's introduction signals the lasting value of Books of the Brave and brings the reader up to date
on developments in cultural-historical studies that have shed light on the role of books in Spanish American
colonial culture. Adorno situates Leonard's work at the threshold between older, triumphalist views of
Spanish conquest history and more recent perspectives engendered by studies of native American peoples.

With its rich descriptions of the book trade in both Spain and America, Books of the Brave has much to offer
historians as well as literary critics. Indeed, it is a highly readable and engaging book for anyone interested in
the cultural life of the New World.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Best:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Books of the Brave: Being an Account of Books and of Men in the Spanish Conquest and
Settlement of the Sixteenth-Century New World, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Mack Washburn:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Books of the Brave: Being an Account of Books and of
Men in the Spanish Conquest and Settlement of the Sixteenth-Century New World can be great book to read.
May be it can be best activity to you.

Jessica Adkins:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended for you is Books of the Brave: Being an Account of Books and of Men in the Spanish
Conquest and Settlement of the Sixteenth-Century New World this e-book consist a lot of the information of
the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
research when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.

Erica Northern:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
also you know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that



reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is
Books of the Brave: Being an Account of Books and of Men in the Spanish Conquest and Settlement of the
Sixteenth-Century New World.
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