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Chosen among Women: Mary and Fatima in Medieval Christianity and Shiite Islam combines historical
analysis with the tools of gender studies and religious studies to compare the roles of the Virgin Mary in
medieval Christianity with those of Fatima, daughter of the prophet Muhammad, in Shiite Islam. The book
explores the proliferation of Marian imagery in Late Antiquity through the Church fathers and popular
hagiography. It examines how Merovingian authors assimilated powerful queens and abbesses to a Marian
prototype to articulate their political significance and, at the same time, censure holy women's public
charisma. Mary Thurlkill focuses as well on the importance of Fatima in the evolution of Shiite identity
throughout the Middle East. She examines how scholars such as Muhammad Baqir al-Majlisi advertised
Fatima as a symbol of the Shiite holy family and its glorified status in paradise, while simultaneously
binding her as a mother to the domestic sphere and patriarchal authority.

This important comparative look at feminine ideals in both Shiite Islam and medieval Christianity is of
relevance and value in the modern world. It will be welcomed by scholars and students of Islam, comparative
religion, medieval Christianity, and gender studies.
 
“Thurlkill has produced a remarkable study, a model for comparative work in the history of religions. The
book is original, well-researched, and shows great erudition. Thurlkill's original acumen is brought to bear on
a rich and variegated topic that has for too long been ignored by specialists not willing to move beyond the
confines of overly determined areas of research.“ —Brannon Wheeler, United States Naval Academy
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Wescott:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Chosen among Women: Mary
and Fatima in Medieval Christianity and Shi'ite Islam is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with
the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Adam Schneider:

This book untitled Chosen among Women: Mary and Fatima in Medieval Christianity and Shi'ite Islam to be
one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a
lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Cameron Rodriquez:

Exactly why? Because this Chosen among Women: Mary and Fatima in Medieval Christianity and Shi'ite
Islam is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Martin Solomon:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more
time to be go through. Chosen among Women: Mary and Fatima in Medieval Christianity and Shi'ite Islam
can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.
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