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At the age of eighty, one of the most influential yet reclusive intellectuals of the twentieth century consented
to his first interviews in nearly thirty years. Hailed by Le Figaro as "an event," the resulting conversations
between Claude Lévi-Strauss and Didier Eribon (a correspondent for Le Nouvel Observateur) reveal the
great anthropologist speaking of his life and work with ease and humor.

Now available in English, the conversations are rich in Lévi-Strauss's candid appraisals of some of the best-
known figures of the Parisian intelligentsia: surrealists André Breton and Max Ernst, with whom Lévi-
Strauss shared a bohemian life in 1940s Manhattan; de Beauvoir, Sartre, and Camus, the stars of
existentialism; Leiris, Foucault, Dumézil, Jacob, Lacan, and others. His long friendships with Jakobson and
Merleau-Ponty are recalled, as well as his encounters with prominent figures in American anthropology:
Lowie, Boas (who suddenly died in his chair beside Lévi-Strauss at a banquet at Columbia University),
Benedict, Linton, Mead, and Kroeber.

Lévi-Strauss speaks frankly about how circumstances and his own inclinations, after his early fieldwork in
Brazil, led him to embrace theoretical work. His straightforward answers to Eribon's penetrating
questions—What is a myth? What is structuralism? Are you a philosopher?—clarify his intellectual motives
and the development of his research; his influential role as an administrator, including the founding of the
Laboratory of Social Anthropology and of the journal L'Homme; the course of his writings, from Elementary
Structures of Kinship to The Jealous Potter; and his thoughts on the conduct of anthropology today. 

Never before has Lévi-Strauss spoken so freely on so many aspects of his life: his initial failure to be elected
to the Collège de France; his reaction to the events of May 1968; his regrets at not being a great investigative
reporter or playwright; his deep identification with Wagner, Proust, and Rousseau. This is a rare opportunity
to become acquainted with a great thinker in all his dimensions.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gale:

The book untitled Conversations with Claude Levi-Strauss is the e-book that recommended to you to learn.
You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the
e-book of Conversations with Claude Levi-Strauss from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free
time.

Walter Gagne:

The publication with title Conversations with Claude Levi-Strauss has lot of information that you can learn
it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist
in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the
e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Gregory Howard:

This Conversations with Claude Levi-Strauss is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some
information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know
or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Conversations with Claude Levi-Strauss can be
the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Christopher Mueller:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This e-book Conversations with Claude Levi-Strauss was filled in relation to science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when
they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In
the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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