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The Tale of Tales, made up of forty-nine fairy tales within a fiftieth frame story, contains the earliest
versions of celebrated stories like Rapunzel, All-Fur, Hansel and Gretel, The Goose That Laid the Golden
Egg, Sleeping Beauty, and Cinderella. The tales are bawdy and irreverent but also tender and whimsical,
acute in psychological characterization and encyclopedic in description. They are also evocative of
marvelous worlds of fairy-tale unreality as well as of the everyday rituals of life in seventeenth-century
Naples. Yet because the original is written in the nonstandard Neopolitan dialect of Italian-and was last
translated fully into English in 1932-this important piece of Baroque literature has long been inaccessible to
both the general public and most fairy-tale scholars.

Giambattista Basile's "The Tale of Tales, or Entertainment for Little Ones" is a modern translation that
preserves the distinctive character of Basile's original. Working directly from the original Neopolitan
version, translator Nancy L. Canepa takes pains to maintain the idiosyncratic tone of The Tale of Tales as
well as the work's unpredictable structure. This edition keeps the repetition, experimental syntax, and
inventive metaphors of the original version intact, bringing Basile's words directly to twenty-first-century
readers for the first time. This volume is also fully annotated, so as to elucidate any unfamiliar cultural
references alongside the text. Giambattista Basile's "The Tale of Tales, or Entertainment for Little Ones" is
also lushly illustrated and includes a foreword, an introduction, an illustrator's note, and a complete
bibliography.

The publication of The Tale of Tales marked not only a culmination of the interest in the popular culture and
folk traditions of the Renaissance period but also the beginning of the era of the artful and sophisticated
"authored" fairy tale that inspired and influenced later writers like Charles Perrault and the Brothers Grimm.
Giambattista Basile's "The Tale of Tales, or Entertainment for Little Ones" offers an excellent point of
departure for reflection about what constitutes Italian culture, as well as for discussion of the relevance that
forms of early modern culture like fairy tales still hold for us today. This volume is vital reading for fairy-
tale scholars and anyone interested in cultural history.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Blecha:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Giambattista Basile's The Tale of Tales, or Entertainment for
Little Ones (Series in Fairy-Tale Studies).

Sara Kelly:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Giambattista Basile's The Tale of Tales, or
Entertainment for Little Ones (Series in Fairy-Tale Studies) will make you to become smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or
reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that?
Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Diane Morgan:

The feeling that you get from Giambattista Basile's The Tale of Tales, or Entertainment for Little Ones
(Series in Fairy-Tale Studies) is the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more
you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Giambattista
Basile's The Tale of Tales, or Entertainment for Little Ones (Series in Fairy-Tale Studies) giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this particular Giambattista Basile's The Tale of Tales, or
Entertainment for Little Ones (Series in Fairy-Tale Studies) instantly.

Susan Garrard:

This book untitled Giambattista Basile's The Tale of Tales, or Entertainment for Little Ones (Series in Fairy-
Tale Studies) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or
you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
publication from your list.
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