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The violence and economic devastation of the 1980-1992 civil war in El Salvador drove as many as one
million Salvadorans to enter the United States, frequently without authorization. In Nations of Emigrants, the
legal anthropologist Susan Bibler Coutin analyzes the case of emigration from El Salvador to the United
States to consider how current forms of migration challenge conventional understandings of borders,
citizenship, and migration itself. Interviews with policymakers and activists in El Salvador and the United
States are juxtaposed with Salvadoran emigrants' accounts of their journeys to the United States, their lives
in this country, and, in some cases, their removal to El Salvador. These interviews and accounts illustrate the
dilemmas that migration creates for nation-states as well as the difficulties for individuals who must live
simultaneously within and outside the legal systems of two countries.

During the 1980s, U.S. officials generally regarded these migrants as economic immigrants who deserved to
be deported, rather than as political refugees who merited asylum. By the 1990s, these Salvadorans were
made eligible for legal permanent residency, at least in part due to the lives that they had created in the
United States. Remarkably, this redefinition occurred during a period when more restrictive immigration
policies were being adopted by the U.S. government. At the same time, Salvadorans in the United States,
who send relatives more than $3 billion in remittances annually, have become a focus of policymaking in El
Salvador and are considered key to its future.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Rice:

The book Nations of Emigrants: Shifting Boundaries of Citizenship in El Salvador and the United States can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must
we leave the great thing like a book Nations of Emigrants: Shifting Boundaries of Citizenship in El Salvador
and the United States? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book
can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Nations of Emigrants: Shifting Boundaries of Citizenship in El Salvador and the United States
has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Holly Hughes:

This book untitled Nations of Emigrants: Shifting Boundaries of Citizenship in El Salvador and the United
States to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you
can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it
through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from
your list.

Cheryl Lopez:

The e-book with title Nations of Emigrants: Shifting Boundaries of Citizenship in El Salvador and the United
States includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book.
That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will
bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read
this anywhere you want.

Regina Dye:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
From the book Nations of Emigrants: Shifting Boundaries of Citizenship in El Salvador and the United
States we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person
must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life by this book Nations of Emigrants: Shifting Boundaries of Citizenship in El Salvador and
the United States. You can more desirable than now.
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