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This detailed analysis of slavery in the antebellum South was written in 1975 in response to the prior year's
publication of Robert Fogel and Stanley Engerman's controversial "Time on the Cross", which argued that
slavery was an efficient and dynamic engine for the southern economy and that its success was due largely to
the willing cooperation of the slaves themselves. Noted labor historian Herbert G. Gutman was unconvinced,
even outraged, by Fogel and Engerman's arguments. In this book, he offers a systematic dissection of "Time
on the Cross", drawing on a wealth of data to contest that book's most fundamental assertions. A benchmark
work of historical inquiry, Gutman's critique sheds light on a range of crucial aspects of slavery and its
economic effectiveness. Gutman emphasizes the slaves' responses to their treatment at the hands of
slaveowners. He shows that slaves labored, not because they shared values and goals with their masters, but
because of the omnipresent threat of 'negative incentives,' primarily physical violence. In his introduction to
this new edition, Bruce Levine provides a historical analysis of the debate over "Time on the Cross". Levine
reminds us of the continuing influence of the latter book, demonstrated by Robert W. Fogel's 1993 Nobel
Prize in Economic Sciences, and hence the importance and timeliness of Gutman's critique.
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From reader reviews:

Jackie Caldwell:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Slavery and the Numbers Game: A Critique
of Time on the Cross is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Janet Kline:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Slavery and the Numbers Game:
A Critique of Time on the Cross book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Sharon Brogdon:

Exactly why? Because this Slavery and the Numbers Game: A Critique of Time on the Cross is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go
to the publication store hurriedly.

Allison Lyon:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By book Slavery and the Numbers Game: A Critique of Time on the Cross we can take more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this
book Slavery and the Numbers Game: A Critique of Time on the Cross. You can more desirable than now.
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