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The March of Folly: From Troy to Vietnam Barbara W. Tuchman
Pulitzer Prize–winning historian Barbara W. Tuchman, author of the World War I masterpiece The
Guns of August, grapples with her boldest subject: the pervasive presence, through the ages, of failure,
mismanagement, and delusion in government.
 
Drawing on a comprehensive array of examples, from Montezuma’s senseless surrender of his empire in
1520 to Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor, Barbara W. Tuchman defines folly as the pursuit by government of
policies contrary to their own interests, despite the availability of feasible alternatives. In brilliant detail,
Tuchman illuminates four decisive turning points in history that illustrate the very heights of folly: the
Trojan War, the breakup of the Holy See provoked by the Renaissance popes, the loss of the American
colonies by Britain’s George III, and the United States’ own persistent mistakes in Vietnam. Throughout The
March of Folly, Tuchman’s incomparable talent for animating the people, places, and events of history is on
spectacular display.
 
Praise for The March of Folly
 
“A glittering narrative . . . a moral [book] on the crimes and follies of governments and the misfortunes the
governed suffer in consequence.”—The New York Times Book Review
 
“An admirable survey . . . I haven’t read a more relevant book in years.”—John Kenneth Galbraith, The
Boston Sunday Globe
 
“A superb chronicle . . . a masterly examination.”—Chicago Sun-Times
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From reader reviews:

Donald Shelby:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular The March of Folly:
From Troy to Vietnam is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Sharon Garcia:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a publication. The book The March of Folly: From Troy to Vietnam it is quite good to read. There
are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

John Lockett:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be The March of Folly: From Troy to Vietnam why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

Melissa Broussard:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top list in your reading list will be The March of Folly: From Troy to Vietnam. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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