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We live with a lot of stuff. The average kitchen, for example, is home to stuff galore, and every appliance,
every utensil, every thing, is compound -- composed of tens, hundreds, even thousands of other things.
Although each piece of stuff satisfies some desire, it also creates the need for even more stuff: cereal
demands a spoon; a television demands a remote. Rich Gold calls this dense, knotted ecology of human-
made stuff the "Plenitude." And in this book -- at once cartoon treatise, autobiographical reflection, and
practical essay in moral philosophy -- he tells us how to understand and live with it.

Gold writes about the Plenitude from the seemingly contradictory (but in his view, complementary)
perspectives of artist, scientist, designer, and engineer -- all professions pursued by him, sometimes
simultaneously, in the course of his career. "I have spent my life making more stuff for the Plenitude," he
writes, acknowledging that the Plenitude grows not only because it creates a desire for more of itself but also
because it is extraordinary and pleasurable to create.

Gold illustrates these creative expressions with witty cartoons. He describes "seven patterns of innovation" --
including "The Big Kahuna," "Colonization" (which is illustrated by a drawing of "The real history of
baseball," beginning with "Play for free in the backyard" and ending with "Pay to play interactive baseball at
home"), and "Stuff Desires to Be Better Stuff" (and its corollary, "Technology Desires to Be Product").
Finally, he meditates on the Plenitude itself and its moral contradictions. How can we in good conscience
accept the pleasures of creating stuff that only creates the need for more stuff? He quotes a friend: "We
should be careful to make the world we actually want to live in."
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From reader reviews:

Alan Johnson:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Plenitude: Creativity,
Innovation, and Making Stuff (Simplicity: Design, Technology, Business, Life). All type of book can you
see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Carmen Russell:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know what type you should start with. This The Plenitude: Creativity, Innovation, and Making
Stuff (Simplicity: Design, Technology, Business, Life) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Wilbert Westerfield:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Plenitude: Creativity, Innovation, and Making Stuff
(Simplicity: Design, Technology, Business, Life) why because the excellent cover that make you consider
with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as
the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Marylou Beauregard:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that
need more time to be learn. The Plenitude: Creativity, Innovation, and Making Stuff (Simplicity: Design,
Technology, Business, Life) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short
time problems.
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