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Written in the midst of World War II after its author emigrated to America, "The Sea and the Mirror" is not
merely a great poem but ranks as one of the most profound interpretations of Shakespeare's final play in the
twentieth century. As W. H. Auden told friends, it is "really about the Christian conception of art" and it is
"my Ars Poetica, in the same way I believe The Tempest to be Shakespeare's." This is the first critical
edition. Arthur Kirsch's introduction and notes make the poem newly accessible to readers of Auden, readers
of Shakespeare, and all those interested in the relation of life and literature--those two classic themes alluded
to in its title.

The poem begins in a theater after a performance of The Tempest has ended. It includes a moving speech in
verse by Prospero bidding farewell to Ariel, a section in which the supporting characters speak in a dazzling
variety of verse forms about their experiences on the island, and an extravagantly inventive section in prose
that sees the uncivilized Caliban address the audience on art--an unalloyed example of what Auden's friend
Oliver Sachs has called his "wild, extraordinary and demonic imagination."

Besides annotating Auden's allusions and sources (in notes after the text), Kirsch provides extensive
quotations from his manuscript drafts, permitting the reader to follow the poem's genesis in Auden's
imagination. This book, which incorporates for the first time previously ignored corrections that Auden made
on the galleys of the first edition, also provides an unusual opportunity to see the effect of one literary genius
upon another.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Striegel:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The The Sea and the Mirror: A Commentary on
Shakespeare's "The Tempest" (W.H. Auden: Critical Editions) is kind of book which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Timothy Rocha:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lot of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically
the book you have read is The Sea and the Mirror: A Commentary on Shakespeare's "The Tempest" (W.H.
Auden: Critical Editions).

Scott Reisinger:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Sea and the Mirror: A Commentary on
Shakespeare's "The Tempest" (W.H. Auden: Critical Editions) reserve written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still doubt The Sea and the Mirror: A Commentary on Shakespeare's "The Tempest" (W.H.
Auden: Critical Editions) as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that
can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.

Brant Castillo:

This The Sea and the Mirror: A Commentary on Shakespeare's "The Tempest" (W.H. Auden: Critical
Editions) is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal
with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using
great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you
can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having The Sea and the Mirror: A Commentary on



Shakespeare's "The Tempest" (W.H. Auden: Critical Editions) in your hand like finding the world in your
arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny
right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you
still doubt that?
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