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Lyndon Johnson’s War on Poverty has long been portrayed as the most potent symbol of all that is wrong
with big government. Conservatives deride the War on Poverty for corruption and the creation of “poverty
pimps,” and even liberals carefully distance themselves from it. Examining the long War on Poverty from
the 1960s onward, this book makes a controversial argument that the programs were in many ways a success,
reducing poverty rates and weaving a social safety net that has proven as enduring as programs that came out
of the New Deal.

The War on Poverty also transformed American politics from the grass roots up, mobilizing poor people
across the nation. Blacks in crumbling cities, rural whites in Appalachia, Cherokees in Oklahoma, Puerto
Ricans in the Bronx, migrant Mexican farmworkers, and Chinese immigrants from New York to California
built social programs based on Johnson’s vision of a greater, more just society. Contributors to this volume
chronicle these vibrant and largely unknown histories while not shying away from the flaws and failings of
the movement—including inadequate funding, co-optation by local political elites, and blindness to the
reality that mothers and their children made up most of the poor.

In the twenty-first century, when one in seven Americans receives food stamps and community health
centers are the largest primary care system in the nation, the War on Poverty is as relevant as ever. This book
helps us to understand the turbulent era out of which it emerged and why it remains so controversial to this
day.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Goodman:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will need this War on Poverty: A New Grassroots History, 1964-1980.

Bethany Eng:

This War on Poverty: A New Grassroots History, 1964-1980 are usually reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason of this War on Poverty: A New Grassroots History, 1964-1980
can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food
but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside
that this War on Poverty: A New Grassroots History, 1964-1980 giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity.
So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Noah Hansell:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of
activity do you have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
often the book you have read is actually War on Poverty: A New Grassroots History, 1964-1980.

Douglas Gibson:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to
as of book War on Poverty: A New Grassroots History, 1964-1980. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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