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William Sargent, relative of the painter John Singer Sargent and son of a former governor of Massachusetts,
was primed early for a career in politics, but since boyhood he was far more interested in science than in
traditional forms of public service. Nonetheless, at Harvard University he declared himself a government
major-a plan that gave way the day he had lunch at Harvard's Museum of Comparative Zoology, where huge
plaster casts of dinosaur tracks and the smell of formaldehyde triggered in the freshman his inborn love of
nature. Sargent immediately switched from government to biology. As a science major in the 1960s, Sargent
enjoyed the instruction and guidance of such luminaries as E. O. Wilson, James Watson, Jane Goodall, Louis
Leakey, and Stephen Jay Gould, all pioneers in their respective fields. As a sophomore, Sargent joined a
crew of scientists and sailors on a six-month cruise, collecting plankton off the coasts of South America,
Africa, and the Baltic region. The voyage whetted Sargent's taste for travel and sharpened his eye to the
diversity of the natural world. Since then, and for more than thirty years, his subjects have ranged from
horseshoe crabs on Cape Cod to Rhesus monkeys off Puerto Rico to the intimate ecology of the
Massachusetts marsh where he lives. Pursuing the biological and natural sciences as a journalist, author, and
filmmaker, Sargent has remained firm in his principal quest: to make the natural world accessible to all.
Writing Naturally braids together three themes. It is a personal narrative of the author's life, paying attention
to his long-term interest in science; it is an accessible look at the evolution of biology over the past thirty
years (from an academic backwater to a powerful academic industrial complex); and it is a guide for writing
about science and nature. Sargent's own career was not without missteps (he chronicles his misguided efforts
to get a law degree), but in the end he forged a very satisfying nontraditional career as a scientist,
photographer, and writer-a career based on his notion of"writing naturally": writing in a clear and relaxed
manner about what one loves best.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Rooks:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Writing Naturally: A
Memoir? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Lorraine Prinz:

The ability that you get from Writing Naturally: A Memoir is a more deep you searching the information that
hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know
but Writing Naturally: A Memoir giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
Writing Naturally: A Memoir instantly.

Gerald Allen:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person
more imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Writing Naturally: A Memoir, you could tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Steve Domingo:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
internal or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Writing Naturally: A Memoir can make you experience more interested to
read.
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